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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claim(s) 1-5, 8-9 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Piscart (5942853). 

As to claim 1 , Piscart discloses: 

An interactive headlight control system, for use on a motorized vehicle comprising front 
headlights capable of switching between a high and a low position and a headlight 
circuitry capable of selectively switching the headlights between their high and low 
positions; said headlight control system comprising (fig. 1): 

an electronic circuit; at least one light sensor destined to be oriented outwardly of the 
vehicle, said light sensor operatively communicating with said electronic circuit, said 
light sensor sensitive to lumen value from vehicle headlights; at least one 
electromagnetic receiver capable of receiving external incoming proximity signals, and 
of communicating with said electronic circuit; at least one electromagnetic transmitter for 
transmitting outgoing proximity signals, said transmitter controlled by said electronic 
circuit (fig. 1;[4, 28] to [5, 26]); 
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wherein upon said electromagnetic receiver receiving a detectable proximity signal, said 
electronic circuit will issue a command controlling the headlight circuitry for switching 
and maintaining the headlights in their low position, and wherein upon said light sensor 
sensing a light intensity at least equal to a determined threshold value of light intensity, 
said electronic circuit will control said electromagnetic transmitter for transmitting a 
proximity signal (fig. 1-3; [4, 28] to [5, 26]; [3, 40] to [4, 7]). 

As to claim 2, Piscart discloses: 

said transmitter, said receiver, and said light sensor form an integrated unit (fig. 1). 
As to claim 3, Piscart discloses: 

said electronic circuit comprises a central processing unit (CPU) (fig. 1; [4, 28] to [5, 
26]). 

As to claim 4, Piscard discloses: 

A motorized vehicle comprising a front headlight system capable of switching between a 
high position and a low position and a headlight circuitry capable of selectively switching 
said headlight system between said high position and said low position, said motorized 
vehicle also comprising a headlight control system comprising (fig. 1): 

an electronic circuit; at least one light sensor destined to be oriented outwardly of the 
vehicle, said light sensor capable of communicating with said electronic circuit, said light 
sensor sensitive to lumen value from vehicle headlights; at least one electromagnetic 
receiver capable of receiving external incoming proximity signals, and of communicating 
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with said electronic circuit; at least one electromagnetic transmitter for transmitting 
outgoing proximity signals, said transmitter controlled by said electronic circuit (fig. 1; [4, 
28] to [5, 26]); 

wherein upon said electromagnetic receiver receiving a detectable proximity signal, said 
electronic circuit will issue a command controlling said headlight circuitry and switching 
and maintaining the headlights in their low position, and wherein upon said light sensor 
sensing a light intensity at least equal to a minimal threshold value of light intensity, said 
electronic circuit will control said electromagnetic transmitter for transmitting a proximity 
signal (fig. 1-3; [4, 28] to [5, 26]; [3, 40] to [4, 7]). 

As to claim 5, Piscard discloses: 

said emitter, transmitter and sensor of said headlight control system form a first 
integrated electromagnetic unit (see claim 5). 

As to claim 8, Piscard discloses: 

said electronic circuit comprises a central processing unit (CPU) (see claim 3). 
As to claim 9, Piscard discloses: 

An interactive headlight control system, for use on a motorized vehicle of the type 
comprising front headlights capable of switching between a high and a low position and 
a headlight circuitry capable of selectively switching the headlights between their high 
and low positions; said headlight control system comprising (fig. 1): 
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an electronic circuit; at least one light sensor destined to be oriented outwardly of the 
vehicle, said light sensor capable of sensing the amount of light directed towards it; 
receiver means for receiving external incoming proximity signals; transmitter means for 
transmitting outgoing proximity signals, said transmitting means commanded by said 
electronic circuit; communication means connecting said light sensor, said receiver 
means and said transmitter means to said electronic circuit (fig. 1 ; [4, 28] to [5, 26]); 

wherein upon said receiver means receiving a detectable proximity signal, said 
electronic circuit will issue a command controlling the headlight circuitry for switching 
and maintaining the headlights in their low position, and wherein upon said light sensor 
sensing a light intensity at least equal to a determined threshold value of light intensity, 
said electronic circuit will control said transmitter means for transmitting a proximity 
signal (fig. 1-3; [4, 28] to [5, 26]; [3, 40] to [4, 7]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claim(s) 6 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Picard (5942853). 

As to claim 6, 

Picard teaches first electromagnetic unit is located in front of said vehicle, said 
transmitter, said receiver, said light sensor of said first electromagnetic unit oriented 
forwardly, and controlling light emitting bodies according to vehicle operating conditions 
(fig. 1; [4, 28] to [5, 26]), 

Picard does not expressly teach further comprising a second electromagnetic unit, and 
wherein said, and said second electromagnetic unit located at the rear of said vehicle; 
said second electromagnetic unit comprising three rearwardly oriented elements: a 
second transmitter, a second receiver and a second light sensor. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Picard to teach 
further comprising a second electromagnetic unit, and wherein said, and said second 
electromagnetic unit located at the rear of said vehicle; said second electromagnetic 
unit comprising three rearwardly oriented elements: a second transmitter, a second 
receiver and a second light sensor, so as to allow the system to collect a more thorough 
collection of the conditions surrounding a vehicle. 

3. Claim(s) 7 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Picard (5942853) in view of applicant's specification. 

As to claim 7, 
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Picard does not expressly teach a nighttime detector. 

Applicant's admitted prior art discloses a nighttime detector sensitive to lumen value 
from ambient light, said nighttime detector being operatively connected to said 
electronic circuit, said electronic circuit controlling said headlight control system 
according to the sensed amount of ambient light (page 12). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Picard to teach a 
nighttime detector sensitive to lumen value from ambient light, said nighttime detector 
being operatively connected to said electronic circuit, said electronic circuit de-activating 
said headlight control system upon the ambient light intensity increasing beyond said 
minimal threshold of ambient light intensity, so as to control said headlight control 
system according to the sensed amount of ambient light. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shirley Lu whose telephone number is (571) 272-8546. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
SL 



